The Ascension of the Lord
May 17, 2026
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He was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him from their sight. 
— Acts 1:9

A MISSION FROM THE MOUNTAIN

	Matthew is the only one of the evangelists who does not speak explicitly of or recount the departure of Jesus from his followers. Mark and Luke recount the Ascension, each in his own way; and John consistently has Jesus speak of the necessity of his departure so the Paraclete might come. Matthew situates his final scene for Jesus on top of a mountain in Galilee (not outside Jerusalem, as Luke does). This is the region where his mission originated, and throughout his Gospel the mountaintop has been the place for him to teach his followers. (We are familiar with the “Sermon on the Mount” from Matthew.) And here Jesus re‑echoes those Ascension themes we hear from the other evangelists: It is Jesus himself, risen and glorified, charged with power from the Father, who sends us out; it is Jesus himself who gives us our mission to baptize, heal, teach, and proclaim the Good News of salvation; it is Jesus himself who will be with us always, as we continue to be his presence alive in the world.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

	There was a curious custom years ago that perhaps developed in an age when Easter was seen less as a baptismal season than as a kind of tour through the deeds of the Risen Christ. The paschal candle, sign of Christ’s presence, was removed from public view on Ascension Thursday, banished to the baptistery. 
	Ascension day does speak of the hidden aspects of Christ’s life among us, but it does not have much to do with God’s absence. Christ has not shed his human life like an inconvenient shell, but rather has taken humanity into heaven. The theologian Karl Rahner said that it is a festival of “the nearness of God.” In vanishing from our sight, Christ has become utterly available to all at every time and every place, and is “closer to us than he ever was.”
	Today is the feast of believing that beyond our final breath is a presence that waits for us, a banquet prepared, a tender homecoming embrace. Rahner said that today is a festival of the future of the world, a day for anticipating the world’s true destiny, and therefore hardly a day to be going around hiding candles!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD

We can get caught up in the details and miss the heart of the message today. Where did Jesus go? Is heaven “up there”? Why doesn’t Matthew’s Gospel have Jesus being taken up? Doesn’t this feast remove Jesus from us, to some place where he “sits at the right hand of the Father”? Sound a little disengaged?
In his introduction to the writings of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Jean Leclercq writes that the mystery of the Ascension fulfilled the mystery of love in which Jesus returns to the glory of the Father. The Son then sends the Spirit to unite us with the Father in love. Thus, in Bernard’s thought, the Ascension is a symbol for the passage of Christ from his life in mortal flesh to glorious life in the Spirit. This same transition from flesh to Spirit can also be accomplished in us, since it has already taken place in Christ.
But we are not simply passive recipients. There is work to be done. Luke’s angels bluntly tell the apostles to get moving. Matthew’s final scene spells out the work: “Go forth and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching others to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19). Witness to Jesus, in word and deed.
The task of spreading the good news that is Jesus Christ, teaching others about him, can seem daunting. But we are not alone. We have the promise that the Holy Spirit will work with us; in Matthew, Jesus’ final words are reassuring: “I am with you always” (28:20). That is reason enough to work with confidence.
—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.


FOUNDATION GRANT RECEIVED – We are grateful to the Catholic Charitable Foundation for a grant of $5,000.00 in support of LED lighting replacement in the parish hall at Holy Family.  This award was made possible through the generosity of donors to the Foundation’s Unrestricted Endowment Funds.
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Saturday, May 16th  -
5:00-IHM – +Belinda Gomez, Tomas & Guadalupe Morales; +Daniel Grimaldo; +Alma & Frances Solano

Sunday, May 17th –
8:00AM – IHM – Por Grupo Misionero; 
+Celia Castillo; +Christopher Cardoza
9:30AM – HF – For the People of Nolan County
11:00AM – IHM –  +Leticia Acopa, Adan y Nellys Montejo; +Miguel Ramirez

Tuesday, May 19th st 9:00AM-HF
+Christopher Cardoza

• Wednesday, May 20th 6:00PM - IHM 
In thanksgiving for Pug Ashley’s birthday

Thursday, May 21st 9:00AM-HF 
For Jesus Aguayo’s health

• Friday, May 22nd  “St. Rita”
9:00AM – HF – In thanksgiving for Maria A. Beltran and Mary Grace Lopez’s birthdays
[bookmark: _Hlk216852647][bookmark: _Hlk217985865]6:00PM – IHM – En acción de gracias for el cumpleaños de Aaron DeHoyos

Saturday, May 23rd  -
5:00-IHM – +Maria Morales Guerrero, Rodolfo Morales, Carlos C, Maria and Carlos Guerrero, Sr.; 
In thanksgiving for Leila Rubio and Virginia Solis Chavez’s birthdays

Sunday, May 24th –
8:00AM – IHM – +Cirilo, Victoria y Lucia Chavira; +Rodrigo DeLoera; For our Seminarians, Camron Moore and Martin Luna
11:00AM – IHM –  For the People of Nolan County


READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:	Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; 
	Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday:	Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; 
	Jn 17:1-11a
Wednesday:	Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab; 
	Jn 17:11b-19
Thursday:	Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; 
	Jn 17:20-26
Friday:	Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; 
	Jn 21:15-19
Saturday:	Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; 
	Jn 21:20-25
Sunday:	Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
	Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2a, 24, 35c, 
	27-28, 29bc-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
	Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34; 
	1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23

PRAYERS & BLESSINGS  – This Sunday, we celebrate Mass honoring our 
“2026 Graduates.” 
The 2026 Valedictorian from Sweetwater High School is 
Taylor Horn, member of our parish.  Congratulations Taylor from your church family on receiving this great honor!    
 		 Congratulations and Best Wishes to all our 2026 Graduates!  May God Bless you and guide you on your new journey into a bright future.

OCIA –Thursdays, 6:00pm at HF Hall, 507 Crane St. 

• WEDNESDAY – Mass at 6:00pm & Adoration until 8:00pm @IHM.  Fr. Josh will be in the church after the Mass. If you need to go to confession, please let him know.  He will hear confessions until 8:00pm.

• ST. RITA – Mass will be celebrated Friday, May 22nd, at 6:00pm at Immaculate Heart.  *PLEASE NOTE the back page of this bulletin for the Novena prayer.

ULTREYA MEETINGS
Sunday, May 17th  - 6:00pm (English)
Monday, May 18th - 7:00pm (Spanish)
Both at IHM Hall. All are welcome! You don’t have to be a cursillista  to attend.  For information on the Cursillo movement, please visit http://www.sanangelocursillo.com/home.html


GRUPO MISIONERO - Meets on Thursdays, at 7:00pm at Immaculate Heart Hall


HOLY SPIRIT CLEANING SCHEDULE

           May 23 – Parish Council May 30 – Cursillo



FOOD DRIVE

The parish will be collecting non-perishable food items to donate to one of our local food pantries. You can bring your donations to any of the Masses during the month of May.  Let us share what we have with those in need.  
			God Bless you – Thank you!

COLECTA DE ALIMENTOS

La parroquia recolectará alimentos no-perecederos para  donar a una de nuestras despensas de alimentos locales.  Puede traer sus donaciones a cualquiera de las Misas durante el mes de mayo.  Compartamos lo que tenemos con los necesitados. 	Dios lo Bendiga - Gracias!



May 9/10, 2026 COLLECTION DATA
	
 ENVELOPES/CHECKS……………………$5,114.00                 
 LOOSE PLATE………………………………1,518.75
TOTAL COLLECTION……………………..$6,632.75

Thank you for your generosity!


“Come Holy Spirit!” --  Pentecost Procession –  next Sunday, May 24th, starting at 5:00pm, from Holy Family to Immaculate Heart, ending with a meal.  
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